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Issue – Teacher Diversity and Illinois Basic Skills Test 
 

 We believe teacher workforce diversity is important because school 

populations are diverse and all students need to be educated in a diverse 

environment to help prepare them for our diverse world.   

 Experts in the field, including Dr. James Rosborg, Director of the 

Masters Education program at McKendree University, assert that an 

overly rigorous minimum standard for passing the TAP test impacts 

teacher workforce diversity and that this requirement has also led to a 

critical statewide teacher shortage.  

 Passage rates for the TAP test are consistently low (less than 20%) 

which is an indicator of problems with the test. Dr. Rosborg recommends 

changing the TAP alternative requirement to 20 ACT (or SAT equivalent) 

instead of 22.   

 An ACT test score of 20 is the average minimum score required for a 

student to be admitted to a university in the State of Illinois. This change 

would mean that any admitted student who wishes to serve the 

community by becoming a teacher will not be prevented from doing so 

because of their entry exam test scores.   
 

“We must not forget that there is an art in effective teaching.  Sometimes our most impactful 
teachers have not been good test takers but understand the art of teaching.” 

Dr. James Rosborg 

 

WE SUPPORT 
 

 Changing the TAP 

alternative to 20 on the ACT instead of 22.  

 Requiring students to 

complete Teacher Education degree require  ments before taking the 

Illinois Teacher Licensure Exam upon completion of their 

coursework.   

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

Contact the State Board of Education and your local State Legislators and let 

them  know that this worsening teacher shortage needs to be addresses 

immediately and that you support the efforts to reduce the overly rigorous 

entrance requirements for teacher preparation programs as the first step.  

HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW BEEN IMPACTED BY 

TAP TEST REQUIREMENTS? 

We want to hear and share your story.  Contact us or go to our facebook page and 

share your story. 

ucmmetroeast@gmail.com Call us: (618) 646-9712 

ILLINOIS TEST OF 

ACADEMIC 

PROFICIENCY 

Passing a test of basic skills 

known as the Test of Academic 

Proficiency (TAP) is required to 

enter teacher preparation programs 

in the State of Illinois.  Recent 

studies show passing the test is 

equivalent to obtaining a 26 on the 

ACT test and that such a low 

passing rate indicates potential 

flaws with the test.  To address this 

issue, the State added an altern-

ative to taking the TAP test.  The 

alternative is obtaining a 22 on the 

ACT test.  This alternative has not 

resulted in increased matriculation 

into teacher education programs, 

allowing the critical statewide 

teacher shortage to worsen. In 

2017, 1000 teacher positions went 

unfilled in Illinois, up from about 

865 the previous year. Passage 

rate for the TAP test is generally 

20% or less. For example, in 

March 2018, 192 candid-ates took 

the TAP test and only 37 passed all 

4 segments of the test. This is a 

typical result and is an indicator of 

issues with the test.    

  

We are of people of faith from different congregations throughout the metro east 
area. We put our faith into action by working together to better our communities.          
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